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Budget Request for SOTL Grant 

Year  2014   

 

Joint Proposal?  Yes X No 

Title of Project 

A FIELD-BASED DIRECT ACTIVE LEARNING METHOD FOR TEACHING UNIFORMITARIAN 
PRINCIPLES IN INTRODUCTORY GEOLOGY COURSES USING RECONSTRUCTIONS OF EARLY 
HOMINID AND DINOSAUR TRACKWAYS 

Duration of Project Spring 2015 – Fall 2016 

Primary Investigator(s) William Garcia 

Email Address(es) wjgarcia@uncc.edu 

UNC Charlotte SOTL 
Grants Previously 
Received (please names 
of project, PIs, and dates) 

Teaching the equilibrium theory of island biogeography as an on campus field laboratory, 
William Garcia and Sara Gagne, Spring 2013-Spring 2014 

Allocate operating budget to Department of Geography and Earth Sciences 
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!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!
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!! !! Year One!

Account #! Award! January to June!

Faculty Stipend!
Transferred directly from Academic Affairs to Grantee on 
May 15! $0   !

911250! Graduate Student Salaries! !eW!

911300! Special Pay (Faculty on UNCC payroll other than Grantee)! !eW!

915000! Student Temporary Wages! !eW!

915900! Non-student Temporary Wages ! !eW!

920000! Honorarium (Individual(s) not with UNCC)! !eW!

921150! Participant Stipends! !eW!

925000! Travel - Domestic! !eW!

926000! Travel - Foreign! !eW!

928000! Communication and/or Printing! !eW!

930000! Supplies! !e"WTaWW!

942000! Computing Equipment! !eW!

944000! Educational Equipment! !eW!

951000! Other Current Services! !eW!

!! ! !

GRAND TOTAL! $10,500  !

!

!

!

!

!

!

!



! "]!

!

!! !! Year Two!

Account #! Award! July to June!

Faculty Stipend!
Transferred directly from Academic Affairs to Grantee on 
May 15! $0  !

911250! Graduate Student Salaries! !eW!

911300! Special Pay (Faculty on UNCC payroll other than Grantee)! !eW!

915000! Student Temporary Wages! !eW!

915900! Non-student Temporary Wages ! !eW!

920000! Honorarium (Individual(s) not with UNCC)! !eW!

921150! Participant Stipends! !eW!

925000! Travel - Domestic! !eW!

926000! Travel - Foreign! !eXTcWW!

928000! Communication and/or Printing! !eW!

930000! Supplies! !eW!

942000! Computing Equipment! !eW!

944000! Educational Equipment! !eW!

951000! Other Current Services! !eW!

!! ! !

GRAND TOTAL!$3,700  !
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Office of the Dean 

9201 University City Boulevard, Charlotte, NC 28223-0001 
t/ 704-687-0088 f/ 704-687-0089  http://clas.uncc.edu 

 

 

November 4, 2014 
 

SOTL Grants Committee 
Center for Teaching & Learning  
ctl@uncc.edu 

 

Dear Committee Members: 
 

I am writing in support of the SOTL proposal submitted by William Garcia of our Department of 
Geography and Earth Sciences, “A field-based direct active learning method for teaching 
uniformitarian principles in introductory geology courses using reconstructions of early hominid 
and dinosaur trackways.” Garcia proposes to construct on campus a model of famous hominid 
and dinosaur trackways that are preserved in the geologic record. These trackways would be 
used in a number of different courses to provide a field-based active learning lab. 

 

While fieldwork is a common experience for many majors in the natural sciences, something 
exciting about this project is that it creates an opportunity for field-based work in lower-level 
general education courses. Thus, even non-science majors will have an opportunity for this type 
of valuable learning experience. 

 

Garcia will be able to compare student performance on select learning outcomes using the 
direct field-based learning activity proposed to the results obtained when the course was 
previously taught and an indirect activity was used for the same material. It provides a strong 
basis for comparing the two methods and he plans to disseminate the results through two 
presentations and an article to be submitted to the Journal of Geoscience Education. I believe 
the construction of the trackways will be a valuable addition to our campus and to the instruction 
and learning in the Geology and general education courses that are able to make use of them. I 
am pleased to recommend the proposal for your consideration. 
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Please let me know if you require further information.  Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

Nancy A. Gutierrez, Dean 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
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